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Dear Parents, 

 

It is hard to believe that we have already completed sev-
en+ weeks of school!  This year we are over-emphasizing 
KINDNESS with our school kindness rings and bringing in 
Rachel’s Challenge. On October 23

rd
,  Students will learn 

about Rachel Scott and her life mission to bring kindness 
and compassion to everyone.  Parents will also be invited 
to a parent information presentation the evening of Octo-
ber 23.  We will also be starting monthly kindness chal-
lenges to give students ideas of how to be kind inside and 
outside of the school.  We will be celebrating kindness 
daily and I hope you can join us in the celebrations!   

 

I want to sincerely thank our PTCO for organizing another 
phenomenal Homestead Dash experience for our stu-
dents!  I also want to take a moment to plug our PTCO 
sponsored Fall Festival on October 5.  We will have fun 
games and amazing food trucks for all to enjoy, so please 
join us for an awesome community event!  To allow us to 
celebrate as an entire Homestead community, please in-
vite your neighbors even if they do not currently have stu-
dents at Homestead.  We love to show off our community 
spirit and to sincerely thank our neighbors for their sup-
port!    

 

Have a safe weekend! 

 

Kyle Sorg   
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Dear Homestead Parents, 

Happy 2018-2019 School Year!  It has been a great start to the school year and we are all working hard so far! 

We are excited to introduce our new School Social Worker, Terri Testa,  who will be at Homestead on Mon-

days this year.  Lisa Lindquist, School Psychologist, is at Homestead Tuesdays through Fridays.  You can reach 

us at: 

Terri – (720) 554-3712 or ttesta@cherrycreekschools.org 

Lisa – (720) 554-3716 or llindquist@cherrycreekschools.org 

As always, we are focused on helping your child be as successful as possible in school.  Part of that success is 

about knowing how to get along with others, solve problems and manage one’s own emotions.  In order to pro-

vide support and instruction in these areas, we are using the Second Step program in all grades levels at some 

point during the school year.  Lessons are taught by either the classroom teacher or are co-led by Terri and 

your child’s classroom teacher.  

The Second Step program teaches skills in the following four areas: 

Skills for Learning:  Students gain skills to help themselves learn, including how to focus their attention, 

listen carefully, and be assertive when asking for help with schoolwork. 

 

Empathy:  Students learn to identify and understand their own and others’ feelings.  Students also learn 

how to take another’s perspective and how to show compassion. 

 

Emotion Management:  Students learn specific skills for calming down when experiencing strong feelings, 

such as anxiety or anger. 

 

Problem Solving:  Students learn a process for solving problems with others in a positive way. 

We are adding a home connections piece this year as well.  Please look for information that will come home 

with your child in the future.  If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call or email Terri or Lisa. 

Sincerely, 

Terri Testa, School Social Worker 

Lisa Lindquist, School Psychologist  

mailto:ttesta@cherrycreekschools.org
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Student Safety Reminders 
 
Before and After School Supervision 
 

 Please do not drop your children off in the morning before 7:50am unless they are going to 
Hawk’s Nest or arriving early for breakfast as no supervision is available at that time. 
 School ends at 2:45pm.  If your child is not attending Hawk’s Nest or another after school ac-
tivity, they must be picked up at 2:45pm, as supervision is not available after this time. 
If you are unable to pick your child up at 2:45pm, please utilize Hawk’s Nest or make other 
arrangements for someone to pick up your child. If you need information on how to sign up 
for Hawk’s Nest, please call 720-554-3762 or visit the Homestead website at http://
homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/default.aspx. 

 
Parking Lot Reminders 
 

 Please use only the designated crosswalks when going to and from the parking lot.  It is very 
important to show our kids where it is safe to cross, even when they are accompanied by an adult. 
 Please use the designated parking spots if you are walking to or from the building. Parking in 
the pick-up/drop off zones is prohibited as these are designated fire lanes.   
 Please have your child enter and exit the car from the passenger side only.  Drivers may not exit 
their vehicle in the pick-up/drop off lane for any reason. 
Please end cell phone use before entering the parking lots and remember to drive slowly and atten-
tively.  Thank you. 

 
Reporting Attendance 
 
We want to ensure your students arrive safely at school each day.  Please help us by reporting 
all absences and late arrivals to the Attendance Line at 303-554-3795 or the Homestead 
App.  It is important to report the absence/late arrival to the front office even if you have made the 
classroom teacher aware.  Thank you. 

 
Student Water Bottles 
 

 As a school, we are pleased to allow students to bring their own water bottles.  Now that we 
have water bottle fill stations, water bottles are more popular than ever.  With that, we have had a 
concerning incident where an item was found in a student’s water bottle that presented a potential 
choking danger.  We need parents help to remind students to keep track of and keep possession of 
their water bottles during the day and remind them not to touch other students’ water bottles.  This 
is very important to reinforce inside and outside of school.  Thank you for your help with this! 
As a helpful suggestion, we recommend providing a clear water bottle for your child to use at 
school. 
 

http://homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/default.aspx
http://homestead.cherrycreekschools.org/Pages/default.aspx
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Readiness and Emergency Management for Schools (REMS)  

in Cherry Creek Schools 2018-2019 

 

As a result of funds received from the Emergency Response and Crisis Management (ERCM) grant from the Office 

of Safe and Drug Free Schools, all leadership and school safety/crisis teams in the Cherry Creek Schools have been 

implementing this comprehensive school safety model. We have continued to develop updated and effective emer-

gency response plans and procedures that align with state and federal Homeland Security Emergency Management 

and the National Incident Management System (NIMS).   

 

Cherry Creek Schools has established responsive partnerships with our community agencies, trained key staff to 

provide for the emotional impact of a crisis on students and staff, and developed sustainable training materials and 

crisis response kits for our school safety teams. In 2011, the ERCM process was renamed Readiness and Emergency 

Management for Schools (REMS) to reflect our continuous proactive approach to school safety. We are committed 

to continuing this thoughtful and integrated effort with REMS training. 

 

We would also like to take this opportunity to inform parents about new changes to the Cherry Creek School Dis-

trict’s website that now give parents needed information about school safety and related issues. The website ex-

plains the district’s efforts to provide for both the physical and psychological safety of our children, and gives par-

ents links to excellent online resources. This section of the district website continues to be under construction and 

materials will be updated as needed.  You can view the information by going to http://www.cherrycreekschools.org/

SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx and selecting the Safety & Security Quick Links 

Topics and information include: 

What to Do in the Event of an Emergency 

Information about the CCSD Comprehensive Safe Schools Plan 

Raptor Visitor Management program 

Care Line Information (Revised 2011) 

Other Resources, Links and/or Handouts: 

 Bullying/Harassment 

 Crisis Resources 

 Internet Safety 

 Parenting 

 Personal Safety (neighborhood, strangers, etc.) 

 Violence Prevention 

 

For more information about your school’s crisis and safety planning, please contact your school’s Principal. For fur-

ther information about REMS planning in the schools, please contact Randy Councell, Director of Safety and Securi-

ty, 720-554-4489, or Ronald Lee, Psy.D. Mental Health Director, 720-554-4252, co-chairs of the Safe School Design 

Team for the school district. 

 

Thank you for your support of the district’s 2012 bond election in helping us provide training for all staff and mak-

ing our schools safe for every child! 

http://www.cherrycreekschools.org/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx
http://www.cherrycreekschools.org/SafeSchools/Pages/default.aspx
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RESOURCES FOR FAMILIES 

 

Below is some information about two great resources for families in our community: 

 

Safe2Tell:  Safe2Tell Colorado provides an anonymous way for students, parents and com-

munity members to report unsafe behaviors of concern.  Behaviors include bullying, cyber-

bullying, substance abuse, mental health concerns, violence and other concerning behaviors.  

Each concern reported to Safe2Tell Colorado allows for caring, concerned adults to effec-

tively intervene in the lives of those who need support. 

Safe2Tell can be reached at 1-877-542-7233 or at safe2tell.org.  A lot of additional infor-

mation and resources can be found on the website. 

 

Colorado Crisis Services:  This service provides confidential and immediate support 24 hours 

per day, 7 days a week for those in crisis – mental health, substance use or emotional sup-

port.  When you contact Colorado Crisis Services, you will be connected to a trained crisis 

counselor who will engage you in immediate problem-solving and will follow up to make sure 

you receive continued care.   

Colorado Crisis Services can be reached at 1-844-493-TALK (8255) or text TALK to 38255.  

The website is coloradocrisisservices.org. 
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Birthday Celebrations  

Homestead is excited to celebrate every student’s birthday this 

year with an age appropriate book from Scholastic.  

Students will have the opportunity to have their books signed by 

their classmates and teachers. This program is being  

introduced as a way of creating a culture of health and wellness at 

Homestead. Should you wish to send in a birthday snack in addi-

tion, please try to select a healthy treat. 
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Short Tennis Pickle ball club 
 

SESSION 2 

Starting Monday, October 22 and finishing on Monday, December 10 

2:45-3:30 
 

Session 2 for  3rd, 4th and 5th grade students will begin on Monday, October 22. 

Classes will meet in the gym every Monday afternoon from 2:45-3:30. 

 Every student wishing to participate must fill out and return the permission slip below 

to the P.E. office by Wednesday October 10.  

 

Session 1  September 10 - October 8 Grades 1 & 2 

Session 2 October 22 - December 10 Grades 3, 4 & 5 
Session 3 January 14 – March 4  Grades 1 & 2 

Session 4 March 25 – May 13   Grades 3, 4 & 5 
We want our Short Tennis Club to be a safe, productive and enjoyable experience for 

every participant. Therefore, there will be a limit of 12 participants. So, please turn in your 

sign up form ASAP. 

Students who sign up for Short Tennis Club are expected to attend every class. Attend-

ance will be taken at each class. If your child is unable to take part in after school Short Ten-

nis Club please call the P.E. office to let us know. Students who are repeatedly absent without 

a valid reason will be removed from the Short Tennis Club program. In the unlikely event that 

Short Tennis Club must be canceled, parents will be notified before the end of the school day. 

Please feel free to contact me at 720-5543761 or fjans@cherrycreekschools.org if you have 

any questions. 

Thank you. 

 

Flori Jans 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

Short Tennis Pickle ball 
SESSION 2  for grades 3, 4 & 5 

          Starting Monday, October 22 and finishing on Monday, December 10 from 2:45 - 3:30 

 

STUDENT’S  NAME:    GRADE / TEACHER: 

 

MEDICATION TAKEN:                       MEDICAL CONDITION, ALLERGIES: 

 

PHONE NR:     EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

PARENT’S SIGNATURE: 

Please return this slip to the P.E. Office and keep the top half for your frig./ calendar. 

mailto:fjans@cherrycreekschools.org
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        P.E. INTRAMURALS 
    SESSION 2 

Starting Tuesday, October 23 and finishing on Thursday, December 13 

2:45-3:30 

 

The second session of Intramurals will begin on Tuesday, October 23. Every student 

wishing to participate must fill out and return the permission slip below to the P.E. office by 

Wednesday, October 10.  

 

Session 2 will include BASKETBALL / 4-SQUARE games   

 

  Tuesday: Grades 3, 4 & 5 

  Thursday: Grades 1 & 2 

 

We want intramurals to be a safe and enjoyable experience for every participant. 

Therefore, there will be a limit of 25 participants. So, please turn in your sign up form 

ASAP.  

Students who sign up for intramurals are expected to attend every class. Attendance 

will be taken at each class. If your child is unable to take part in after school intramurals 

please call the P.E. office to let us know. Students who are repeatedly absent without a valid 

reason will be removed from the intramurals program. In the unlikely event that intramurals 

must be canceled, parents will be notified before the end of the school day. Feel free to con-

tact me at 7-5543761 or fjans@cherrycreekschools.org if you have any questions. 

 

Thank you. 

Flori Jans 
_________________________________________________________________________

P.E. INTRAMURALS  

   Session 2  BASKETBALL / 4-SQUARE games 
 

Starting Tuesday, October 23 and finishing on Thursday, December 13 

2:45 - 3:30 

STUDENT’S FIRST AND LAST NAME:            GRADE / TEACHER: 

 

MEDICATION TAKEN: 

MEDICAL CONDITION, ALLERGIES: 

 

PHONE NR:     EMAIL ADDRESS: 

 

PARENT’S SIGNATURE: 

 

Please return this slip to the P.E. Office and keep the top half for your frig./ calendar. 
 

mailto:fjans@cherrycreekschools.org
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7451 S. Homestead Parkway 

Centennial, CO 8011  

Phone: (720) 554-3700 

Fax: (720) 554-3788 

Attendance: (720) 554-3795  

 

Homestead H.A.W.K.S.! 

 

H—HONEST 

 

A— ACHIEVING 

 

W— WORKING HARD 

 

K— KIND 

 

S— SAFE 

Homestead Elementary 

THANK YOU! 

 

New Flyers at the Front for Enrichment Opportunities 

 

Safe 2 Tell App 

Dance Kaleidoscope 

Allegretto Music Lessons 

Cub Scouting 

KidzArt 

 


